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Memorial Tower for Mobilization Students

A "Memorial Tower for Mobilization Students" was
erected on green grass on the southern side of land near
the A-Bomb Dome in July, 1967, after a meeting of the
Hiroshima mobilization student victims, in order to inspire
the souls of more than 10,000 mobilization students over
the entire country sacrificed in the Second World War. It
was also to put up to propose a wish for no more
damage through war and permanent peace around the
world. They asked the sculptor, Mr. Katsuzoh Entsuba to
design and make the tower. He was a local from
Hiroshima, and later became the recipient of the “Order
of Culture”.

The Details of the Memorial Tower

The height of the memorial tower is 12 meters. It is
made by reinforced concrete and is finished with ceramic
boards made of special “Arita-ware”. A goddess image of
peace and eight doves are placed in it. It is a five level
tower which spreads out like an open fan towards the
sky, depicting increasing prosperity of the future. And a
candle for the memorial service is attached to the leading
pillar of the tower.

The tip of the pillar is made with a broken form. This
expresses the following things; Under World War Il,
young students from 12 to 16 years old all over Japan
were made to work as mobilized students because of the
shortage of the labor force. Because of this the youths
who would have grown up normally were sacrificed in the
war in the middle of their studies, and died unexpectedly
in the middle stage of their lives.

Assuming that there were many victims, people of
various denominations, the face part of the goddess
image of peace was made into the character of the
Japanese Kannon, a crown was on her head and
feathers of an angel were attached to her back. She had
a flower of the soul instead of a lotus in one of her
hands so she expresses the full figure of freshness and
young affection.

Four symbols, 2 meters in height, of relief were placed
on the rear right and left sides of the tower. The patterns
of the relief represent Mthe work of increasing food
production, @the sewing work by schoolgirls, ®the
ironsmith work in the factory by schoolboys, and@the
scenery of floating of lanterns in the river.

352 names of those lost in battle, of student alma
mater throughout the whole country are displayed on a
copper sheet on the back of the relief. In addition to that,
a mortuary tablet of approximately 7,000 mobilization
students, who were sacrificed in the A- bomb being
dropped above Hiroshima, is enshrined in a peaceful
safe box in the tower.

http://www.douingakuto.com/

“Testimony of the lamentation™
writtzn by mobilized students
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